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ditions/* It is equivalent to maintaining that there was no other cause for the Great War than the murder of an Archduke in Central Europe. At bottom the real cause is the resentment of a free people to mass treatment and mass distrust. Neither science nor Mr. Baldwin's generalisations can adapt the old high standards to the new mass conditions. The old values, however, if pursued even to the point of revolution would overcome the disastrous modern conditions*
Mr. Baldwin finds himself forced to address societies in public, with whose objects he does not agree in the seclusion of his own home. He toys with democratic societies and uses them as lecture platforms much as the late Lord Balfour used to do. In that lies his dilettantism which is incongruous in a man who professes to have inherited peasant wisdom. The statesman should remove causes and not busy himself with palliatives. Merely to deliver an address to the Salvation Army is waste of time; to remove the slum in which it works is practical politics. The only dignified course, if the latter is impossible, is to retire. Owing to the impotence of modern democratic leadership, Mr. Baldwin has forced himself into a position where he would have to retire in order to save his dignity and his peasant wisdom. He is forced to a Celtic appreciation of science and affairs. The confusion of the times has matched the confusion of his own' make-up* The forces that moulded the Industrial Revolution have evolved in politics a system that defies statesmanship and urges insincerity. Mr. Baldwin is the dupe*
The nation thought after the War that to achieve a pestsant leader it merely had to elect one* It forgot that it possessed this system of government that would repel a real leader and transform any other well-meaning figure into its own shape. That was why when the country wanted aix honest product of the Industrial Revolution it received a rather awkward squire. A profession about keeping pigs induced Mr Baldwin to allow himself to be stage managed